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But fooliſh and unlearned queſtions avoid, knowing that 
they do gender ftrifes, 2 Tim. ii. 23. | 

For Men ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, 
boafters, proud, — truce breakers, falſe accuſers, = 
having a form of godlineſs, — ever learning, and ne- 
wer able to come to the knewledge of the truth. — 
But they ſhall proceed no farther: for their folly 
hall be made manifeſt unte all men, Chap. iii. 2, 
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SENTIMENTS 


OF A 


Church of CHRIST, Sc. 
S the apoſtle Paul was once obliged to declare, 

that Demaf had forſaken him, having loved 

this preſent world, 2 Tim. iv. 10. and ano- 

ther apoſtle, that Diotrephes who lowed ts 


have the preheminence, prated againſt them with mali- 
cious words, &c. 3 Jobn q, 10. ſo it is with great grief 
of heart, I find we are under any neceflity of making 
known ſuch a matter as this; therefore we have avoided 
it as much as poſſible. Mr. C-//-:s being (as has appeared 
too evidently to us) filled with a vain- glorious aim of be- 
ing Jomebody, and having the name of a people to him- 
ſelf, made a ſcandalous breach in the church of Chriſt ; 
to which he had given himſelf up, and engaged him- 
ſelf in a ſolemn covenant. To make his caſe ſeem 
plauſible, he has declared, that he ftill main- 
tains the full ſalvation of Chriſt, as when with us; but 
that he is oppoſed for inſiſting upon a believer's life 
and converſation therefrom—that m this he tries every 
one; for if they are offended with him for this, they. 
are under the power of the carnal mind; and hereby 
tho' he has not named us in print; yet, together with 
what he has inſinuated by private converſation, he 
would have it underſtood, That we were offended with 
him for infiſting upon the influence of the goſpel, and 
condemning: thoſe who profeſs it, and are not in- 
fluenced thereby in their lives and converſations; and ſo 
having no opportunity of real uſefulneſs amongſt us, he 
was obliged to withdraw: Was this the caſe in the leaſt, - 
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we might lay our hand upon our mouth, and be filent 
and aſhamed ; but as it has been-quite otherwiſe, that. 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, and our uſefulneſs in commu- 
nicating it, may be no way hindered thro” ſach falſe 
ſlanders, we think it neceſſary, 

1, To ſhew what has been our mind in regard to this 
charge. . 

N Give a ſhort account of Mr. C's ſeparation, 
and the church proceedings thereupon. 

3. Make ſome Remarks on what he has printed. 

1. What has been our mind in regard to this charge, 
of being againſt the influence of the Goſpel, I think 
cannot better appear, than in ſome few quotations from 
what has been already printed from the beginning, to 
the time of his ſeparation ; whereby I humbly conceive, 
it will appear evidently, that our very ſtrict attach- 
ment to the truths we have maintained, has been 
founded upon a ſenſe of the bleſſed influence of them 
where they have took place. 

In the preface of the vindication of the doctrine of aſ- 
ſurance of faith, printed in 1744, we have thels words, 
We thank the Lord, that to us, it is matter of expe- 
rience; We are convinced, that if, as the chief of ſinners, 
we have not a right to ſay Chriſt is our Saviour, by virtue 
of the general free promiſe of the goſpel, we have no means, 
or ſtrength to walk with God, and that by believing 
only, we receive life thro his name; and we are per- 
ſuaded, that there is no truth more certain, than that of 
believing Chriſt to be our Saviour, and finding eternal 
life thereby. No man does this, but immediately he- 

ſſeſſes an unſpeakable liberty in his ſoul, to walk and 

ive to God. This the ſcripture declares Jobs vii. 
38, 39. He that believeth on me, as the ſcriptures have 
ſaid, out of his. belly ſhall flow rivers of living water, 
But his he ſpake of the ſpirit, which they that believe 
on him ſhould receive. | 
If Chriſt promiſes to heal, he will give that phyſick 
which ſhall effectually help us, if he had thought the 
doctrine of grace would have hurt men, he would 
never have commanded it to be preached, if he had 
thought the doctrine of grace would only have opened 
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a door to libertiniſm and licetitiouſneſs, he would nat 
have given his apoſtles commiſſion to preach the goſpel 
to every creature. Though men in their carnal Ab- 
prebenſion, think there is danger in the medicines of 
Chriſt, thoſe who have had experience of him, can 
aſſure you that he is a matchleſs phyſician : there is no 
danger in that which he gives, Simp/on's 3d.. Sermon, 
Page 72.” This faith of our free juſtification, and this 
walking in the ſteps of our father 4braham, cauſeth us in- 
fallibly to walk in the ſteps of the works of our father A. 
braham, whereby like Abraham, without the law of the ten 
commandments, we walk holily, ſoberly and righteouſly 
in all God's commandments declaratively to manward, 
being zealous of good works, 77. ii. 11, 12, 13, Oc, 
By all this it is clear, that the practice and preaching, 
and books of ſuch miniſters are exceeding bad and 
dangerous, as by a prepoſterous zeal of works and 
well-doings, ſpeak little or nothing of faith, of free 
Juſtification ; thinking by the dead faith, it is an eaſy 
matter to walk in the ſteps of the faith of Abraham, 
but that all the hardneſs lieth in workings and well- 
doings; and therefore, do call for a good life, and the 
doing of all holy duties zealouſly, but prepoſterouſly, be- 
fore the people be ſure by comfort and joy of free juſtifi- 
cation, chat they walk in the ſteps of the faith of our 
ther Abraham: ſuch miniſters 1 ſay, inſtead of making 
people the. true children of Abrabam, of the free wo- 
man, Sarab, do make them baſtard children of the 
bond woman, Hagar, &c. Inſtead of making them walk 
in the true good works of 4braham, they make them at 
the beſt, but to walk in the ſeeming good works of 
the devouter ſort of ſcribes and phariſees ; that is, in 
a legal, baſtard ſanctification, which is of high eſteem 
and beauty amongſt men, bat is filthy abomination. in 
the fight of God — Becauſe we bring forth a true godly 
life, only for and by the joy and excellency of free juſti- 
ficatiou, not carnally, but rightly underſtood and em- 
braced,” Abrabam's lteps of faith, page 8. , 10. 

« J. R. How is it you ſay that a miniſter ought ta 
preach nothing but believe, beleve? and that to tell 
mea of doing any * preaching the law. 9 
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TC. R. Here you widely miſtake us, we affirm con- 
Hantly, that they which have believed, ſhould be care- 
ful to maintain good works. — iſt dialogue, page 7. 

J. R. Then you allow, that whoever has true faith, is 
holy in heart and life. 

G. R. That is alſo true—The et of true faith, is 
my love to God and man, but the /upport of true faith 
is God's love to me, manifeſted in the blood of Chriſt 
and free promiſe of God.“ Dialogue, page 9. 

« My love to God, or my holineſs, wants a continual 
cauſe to produce it, or elſe it would decay or wear out; 
that which continually produces my love to God, is a 
diſcovery of his love to me, and of my perfection in 
him, or Chriſt dwelling in my heart by faith.“ Dialogue 
2. page 12, 13. 

All believers (when in their right mind) ſeek to live 
to the glory of God, and ſerve him in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs without fear all the days of their lives, 
Luke i. 74, 75. and bear the image of Chriſt, (whom 
they have put on by faith) in life and converſation 
amongſt men, page 14. 

Ihe true believer having by this true faith, a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the true love of Chriſt towards him, it 
only and infallibly inflames his heart with a true love 
of Chriſt again, and of God in Chriſt, and of his whole 
church, and of every child of God in particular; 
which true love conſtrains the believer not only to do 
his vocation diligently, and ſo with David, to ſerve his 
generation faithtully ; but alſo, it conſtrains him to break 
off from, and mortify all fin, and ungodly converſation, 
and walk freely, chearfully, fincerely, and zealouſly, 
in all God's will and commandments.” Diſcovery of 
the moſt dangerous dead faith, page 53. | 

I might quote a number of places more, as full to 
the purpoſe, but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew that we 
not only ſpeak of a hat power the goſpel SHOULD have, 
and how believers SHOULD walk, but what power the 
goſpel adually has on the minds of them who receive 
un, and how believers do walk as influenced thereby z 
knowing that a contrary inclination cannot flow from 
this principle; Leverchcleſs, as in water there may 5 

both 


both heat and cold, (cold from its own nature, heat 

from an exterior agent ;) ſo in him that is partaker of 
Chriſt by faith, there is a nature as prone to evil as it 
was before, and our apprehenfion and enjoyment of 
Chriſt, and his perfection in this life, is only by Faith, 
and our ſtrength and influence herefrom, riſes or falls, 
according to the ſenſe, or realizing apprehenſion we 
have of it upon our minds ; hence we are exhorted to 
put on the whole armour of God, that we may be able 
to fland in the evil day, Eph 6.13. to walk in the 


ſpirit, that we may not fulfil the luſts of the ficſh, Gal. 
6 


16. 

We are aſhamed that we bring forth ſo little fruit, 
from ſo excellent a principle, as 1 in us the hope 
of glory, Col. 1. 27. but are thankful, that accordin 
to our meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, we are enabled 
to bring forth what we do. We praiſe him that he 
worketh in us any thing that is well-pleaſing in his 
ſight, thro' the knowledge of himſelf, and his free 
and full ſalvation, and that he is graciouſly pleaſed 
to accept of that fruit (as fruit, tho not as the ground 
of acceptance of our perſon) which we are enabled 
to bring forth, according to the meaſure of our 
faith, blotting out our tranſoreſfions in his moſt precious 
blood, and preſenting us blameleſs before the throne in 
himſelf, both in our perſons and fruit. And this thro? 
his grace, we are determined, not to attempt to walk 
in any other way to do better, becauſe we are aſſur d, 
that by this manner of walking in him, that the Lord 
will be our ftrength; and that children that venture 
on their feet beyond their ſtrength, have many a fall; 
and tho' we cannot do the things that we would (as 
the apoſtle ſays, Gal. v. 17.) yet we are ſtill to walk in 
the ſpirit, and not diminiſh our confidence, knowing 
that the weakneſs of our faith, (and not the ſtrength or 
confidence of it) hindereth its fruitfulneſs ; and remem- 
bring that when this frame of nature, which we re- 
ceived from the firſt Adam, is diſſolved by death, we. 
ſhall be perfectly freed therefrom, and ſhall enjoy our 
Chriſt, and all our ſpiritual bleſſings in him in a perfect 
meaſure; in the mean time, the moſt we can expect in 
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this life; is only to enjoy them as far as we enjoy Chril 
himſelf by faith. 
I would alſo remark, that among them that profeſs to 
be believers, there have been, and are too many falſe and 
corrupt hypocrites ; and that the inſirmities of beli-vers 
are viſible to all, while their influences and principles, 
whereby they differ from others are inviſible, the king's 
daughter is all glorious within, and too many, thro” 
their not exerciſing their holy faith, duly, and properly, 
do give juſt occaſion of offence ; which on many ac- 
counts, is a matter to be bewailed ; and when we find 
this is the caſe, we can. only withdraw ourſelves from 
ſuch, if we can't remedy it, till they are brought into 
their right mind. | 

2. I would now proceed to give a ſhort Account 


of Mr. C s's ſeparation, and the church proceed- 
ing thereupon. 
Mr. C— s had profeſſed to receive the truths in 


which we are united, a conſiderable time before we united 

together ; during which time, he was a pretty conſtant 
bearer at Fetter Lane; he afterwards came under the 
. at Peter's Yard, Caſtle Street: informed us 

at he had been an exceeding great hypocrite among 
thoſe of the Tabernacle, and others that uſed to go to 
Fetter Lane; that he put on a humble form of out- 
ward behaviour, as tho* he could hardly look up or 
ſpeak, on purpoſe to recommend himſelf to their 
efteem ; that he was exceeding. miſerable while thus 
tho' he pretended to be exceeding happy; that he did 
now ſee and enjoy the true liberty of the goſpel, and 
was heartily willing to be one with us, as one whoſe 
eyes the Lord had opened.“ He joined us, and after the 
opening of the French Church, was admitted to preach 


* I inſert this particular, becauſe fince he left us, he 
has expreſſed much the ſame of himſelf in regard to his 
being with us ; that he was fo, is to himſelf, and no 
real reproach to the Tabernatle, Fetter Lane, or us ; he 
bath deceived us, and not we him, and unleſs he was 
to behave to us, as perſons whom. he had ſo deceived, aue 
Gave zo reaſon to think bim another man yet. gate” 
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at vacant opportunities, we continued together near two 
Years, when, a diſſatisfaction aroſe => ſome matters 
of order, and ſome members broke off from us, wat 
whom were thoſe that had the management of outward. 
matters, and the power of the places in their own. 
hands; this. made the caſe particularly diſtreſſing. Mr. 
T all this while profeſſed great ſtedfaſtneſs, and. 
in a letter to one of the members, expreſſed himſelf, in 
theſe words, I have not had opportunity to call and 
ſee you, tho' I wanted it * in the matters that 
have happened in the church; I aſſure you, you have. 
had brother Cydworth. repreſented. very baſely, his act- 
ings, I am perſuaded, is for the good of the whole, an 
this all muſt be obliged to confeſs, if not now, they m 

in the end, his aim 1s for all to go on in love to the glo- | 
ry of our Saviour, and he wants to uſurp no authority 
but what becomes every one to ſhew ; I hope you will 
not liften to thoſe that are indeed his enemies ; and Mr. 
—— is at the bottom of all to make a party,” — This 
Letter I knew nothing of till after he had made his break; 
from the church ſometime, when the perſon. it was lent. 
to let me ſee it, in a ſurprize he ſhould. act as he did by 
one of whom he had given ſuch a character ſo very lately. 

June 8, 1747, being the Monday after our members 
broke of, we aſſembled together, and entered into the 
following ſolemn covenant. a 

« We whoſe names are underwritten, conceiving that 
the voice of the late diſpenſation calls for a more ſtrict 
adhering to one another, in all thoſe things which are 
agreeable to our Saviour's mind and will, do determine 
in the ſtrength of Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to anſwer the 
Call in the following manner. 

I. That we heartily agree to put one another in daily 
remembrance of the following particulars, relating to 
chriſtian practice, as ſhewing the uſe and excellency of 
church fellowſhip rightly obſerved. 

1, That tho' we have put on Chriſt as our wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, ſanRification and redemption, and are 
thus complete in him; yet we find our ſelves while in 
this world, encompaſſed about with like paſſions, frail» 
ties and infirmities with other men. 1 

4. 


[ 10 ] 

2. That the knowledge of this falvation thro* faith 
in the blood of Chrift, affords us ſufficient ſtrength to 
eſcape the pollutions that are in the world, and it is the 
will of God our Saviour, that we ſhould make uſe of 
this ſtrength in our life and converſation, and be a pecu- 

' liar people unto him, zealous of good works, and not uſe 
our liberty as an occaſion to the fleſh. 

3- That there is no one part of chriſtian practice more 
our buſineſs than another; but as all is equally the will 
of God, fo all is equally the object of our practice; it 
becomes us therefore, and is our reaſonable ſervice, to 
yield our bodies, ſpirits, time, gifts, &c. as inſtruments 
devoted to his glory. 

4. That it is neceſſary Chriſtian practice in all things be 
our intention, or it will never come into execution ; and 
alſo that theſe intentions, be put under certain rules (ſuch 
as thoſe we already have) or elſe the beſt intentions are 
liable to be fruſtrated. 

II. That we heartily agree to drop all matters in de- 
bate, and concern our ſelves with the faults of no perſons, 
or things therein concerned; ſeeing we have fully ſigni- 

| fied our minds already, and our Brethren will not ac- 
| quieſce in it ; and alſo believing that our Saviour calls 
| us to no farther contention about the matter, but to peace 
| and unity among our ſelves. 

III. That we heartily agree to adhere to what we have 
ö already agreed to in the articles and intentions, church 
| book, c. (until we ſee reaſon to alter any thing) and 
| that we unite as tho* we had never began together be- 
fore, in a more ſtrict adherence to the following parti- 
culars, and hereby ſet an example to the reſt of-our 
brethren. | 

1. That we do not ſuffer fin upon our brother, but 
admoniſh and exhort one another in love, with a ſpirit 
to gain from the evil, and keep cloſe to our Lord's di- 
rections, Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. in ſuch caſe. 

2. That we oppoſe and condemn the ſpirit of accuſa- 
tion wherever we find it, knowing the ſpirit of the ac- 
cuſer of the brethren, is the ſpirit of ſatan; ſo if we find 
the attempt of any be more to accuſe a brother than to 
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gain him, ſuch proceeding is to be rejected. 

3. That we be not impatient of reproof our ſelves, 
no more than careleſs of adminiſtring it to others, but 
confeſs our faults one to another, and pray for one ano- 
ther, and never make our brother's being in fault in any 
thing an excuſe for our not acknowledging ours : 'but af- 
ter that our own matters are intirely done with, and we 
are found to be either not in fault, or to have acknow- 
ledged our fault, that then, and not till then, if we 

| conceive it needful to gain our brother from any thing 
wrong we ſpeak to him of it. 

4. That all perſonal reflections of one another be a- 
voided, that we ſpeak againſt things we conceive wrong, 
rather than againſt perſons. 

5. That we be not captious of one another's words, 
regarding that ſcripture which condemns the making a 
man an offender for a word, and the other which ſpeaks 
againſt ſtrifes of words, and therefore allow every bro- 
ther to explain his meaning if it is not underſtood, and 

N to underſtand it well, before we begin to find 
uit, 

6. That in caſe. of contrary walking, when private 
Methods have proved ineffectual, it be always decided 
by the church; and that in all church determinations, 
we manifeſt our love and unity in ſubmitting our ſelves 
to our brethren, when they are the greater number, and 
the dropping the affair, would be granting our minds in 
oppoſition to our brethren, and ſo giving matter of of- 
fence to them ; and that we non, a ſtrictly to this, 
that the church be not hindered in determining her af- 
fairs. 

7. That as we have enliſted our ſelves under the glo- 
rious banner of the great captain of our ſalvation, that 
we may anſwer the proper ends of joining together in 
holy fellowſhip, we do henceforth determine, and ſo- 
lemnly in the preſence of our God declare, that as the 
Lord ſhall help us, we purpoſe, being ſtrictly obſervant 
of the above-mentioned particulars, and that we forſake 
not the aſſembling our ſelves together, as the manner of 
ſome is, but be conſtant as poſſible in our attendance, 

and keep up ſtrict fellowſhip one with another, that we 
may 
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may ſtir up, and provoke one another to love and to 
good works.” | 7 

To this covenant agreement Mr. C, moſt hear- 
1 joined, and his name was ſubſcribed to it accord- 
ingly. 

Wet 10 or 12 days after this, when we were not 
able to reſiſt him, Mr. C——+s, notwithſtanding his ſo- 
lemn engagement, took this opportunity of eſlabliſting 
a ſociety, as his own, as he termed it; and having pri- 
vately prepared a little party ready among ſome few 
hearers, he accordingly ſent me a letter, in which {among 

ſome pretended complaints of things paſt and over be- 
| fore our covenant) he ſigniſied, That he had expected. 
| that when the capacities of the church were ſuch, as it 
| could be afforded, he might be entirely taken off from his 
Bufineſs, and as he did not diſcover this likely to come 
to paſs, he was minded to part.” — TI converſed with 
him after the receipt of this letter, and beſought him to 
- conſider the cauſe of Chriſt, in which we were engaged, 
and that if his view was to have a people or mainte- 
nance (ſorry views for one that profeſſes Chriſt) he could 
not have them, if there was no ſuch thing for him, and 
deſired him to be content; — he told me he might then 
| Wait ſeven years; at laſt I begged of him to make his 
} ;, Propoſals, and for unity ſake, I would agree with them, 
if poſſible. Accordingly the next night he brought his 
propoſals. © To eſtabliſh a ſociety as his own, and 
that I labour to propagate it as much as poſſible, by re- 
commending people to him, and ſometimes preaching 
for him. hat I admit him to repreſent this as my 
«whole mind, that I propoſe of my own free will and con- 
ſent that he ſhould have a people, under his care, and 
that I would heartily join with them in the ſupport there- 
of, to the utmoſt of my power. That I inform 5 
friends when he preaches, that they might follow to hear 
him, as thoſe that think him appointed of God over 
them.“ Theſe propoſals ſeemed to me full of pride, con- 
ceit, and vain glory, and the opportunity he took for 
theſe things, a time of ſuch diſtreſs, as endangered our 
being broke to pieces in caſe we did not comply. I 
made ſome propoſals for unity, agreeable to good on 
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and free from ſelfiſh views ;* but he was very peremptory 
in his own matter; at length it was agreed to propoſe it to 
the church, that when the preaching places were ſettled, 
whether thoſe we were in, or ſome others, that he 
ſhould have the opportunity to gather a ſociety. With 
much difficulty the church agreed to it to prevent a fur 
ther breach, leſt we ſhould become a reproach before 
our enemies; but this confinement (7i// the preaching 
places were ſettled) not anſwering to his purpoſe, and 
imagining, no doubt, we ſhould not be able to ſtand 
together, if he went from us, conſidering the diſtreſs we 
was in, began his ſeperation the Lord's day following. 
And finding after ſome time, Wapping too far out of the 
way to anſwer his purpoſe, took the place he is now in, 
The church in regard to his breaking a ſolemn cove- 
nant, and evading it by ſaying, he intended to keep it 
with thoſe he had got to join him —Aſſigning to ano- 
ther, a reaſon for ſo doing, which was proved a 
falſehood to his face by three or four witneſſes ; ſignify- 
ing to another in a letter, his want of a people to better 
his circumſtances, and ſparing no means, fair or foul, 
to accompliſh it; falling into his + old vice, of ſpeak- 
ing bad of one to get in favour with another, & wice 
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* Such as, that he abide a member with us, and 
Wapping be con ſidered as his labour, until there be a 
church regularly united, and he in à regular manner 
have a diſmiſſion from us to them. That in the mean 
time he diligently labour with me in ſettling and keeping 
good order among i us, and that I in the ſame manner 
ait him in regard to Wapping, and that in all reſpects 
abe endeavour to obtain and maintain ſuch a.union, as 
tho we were but one family. 

+ We tall it his old vice, becauſe when he <vas with 
us, he made a confe{jion in theſe words; And now I 
* confeſs, that when I was at T —————=cle, and uſed 
to go goſliping about among the brethren and ſiſters; 
* it is unknown the many lies I told wilfully, to get in 


* favour with one, ſpeaking bad of another, & vice 


* verſa ;) and ſignified, that i his was the ſin that muſt 
eaſily beſet him. | 
| B Vverſa 


| [ 14 ] 
verſa—Mimicking others in the ſame manner he had 
confefled-to us he uſed to play the hypocrite in, and 

had profeſſed ſince to abhor—Unjuft proceedings as to 
outward matters—and not coming to the light upon the 
church's requeſt, whereby he would have Fad opportu- 


_ nity of clearing himſelf, had he been capable of it ®. 


The church being aſſembled together in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, cut him off as the only ordinance 
left them in ſuch a caſe. Hence it isplain, they did 
not cut him off or reject him for aſſerting the proper in- 
fluences of faith in our Lord Jeſus ; for this we dere 
may be made known more and more, not only in word, 
but in experience. They did not cut him off for be- 
ing either under law or goſpel ; for we did not conceive 
him to be ſo much under either, as a hypocritical falſe 
ſpirit, mimicking the word, phraſes and geſtures of 
others, in order to ſeem ſomewhat in the eyes of peo- 
ple taken with ſuch things; and conceiving him from 
4 and the particulars above mentioned, to have 
neither the truth at heart, nor honeſty in practice, as 
ſuch dealt with him agreeable to the mind of Chriſt, 
moſt conſcientiouſly abſlaining from eating and drinking 
with him, 1 Cor. v. 10, 11. Nevertheleſs, we would 
continue to love his perſon, and pray, for his recovery, 
warning him whenever we meet him, by charging his 
evil upon him, firmly believing theſe are the greateſt 
teſtimonies of love that can be hewn to him under ſuch 
circumſtances, being aſſured that ſuch carriages towards 
him, conſcientiouſly practiſed in faith and love, will be 


bleſſed in anſwering the end of ſuch his ordinance +. 


We 


A_— 0 


C et. 


* All theſe charges, and what has been before men- 
tioned, are now to be undeniably proved from his owa 
band, the church-book, and a number of witneſſts. | 
+ Since I wrote this, I received a letter from Mr. 


(t, fignifying, * That he had ſeen my copy at the 


«« printer's, that the things therein contained were of 

* too private a nature to be expoſed ; that he muſt 

« write to elear himſelf, and that this muſt be of 12 
Ci 

| hurt 


£3 & 
We have reaſon to bleſs the Lord for the good he 
hath brought out of this matter, in that we have ever 


B 2 | ſince 


8 


« hurt to the cauſe in general, 6c,” To which I ſent 
the A anſwer. 
r. C 


FT Received yours, and wiſh with all my heart I could 
remedy the evils you have occaſioned in a private 
way; but I am at preſent under a neceſſity of ſhewing 
the real reaſons of your ſeparation, from your privately 
and publickly inſinuating falſe ones. You ſay there are 
ſeveral matters of too private a nature to be expoſed, 
and threaten an anſwer, As the things are true which 
I declare in relation to your proceedings, what can you 
anſwer againſt the plain evidence of your own hand- 
_ > writing, the church-book, and a number of witneſſes ? 
If you are capable of clearing yourſelf, it ſhall prevent 
my printing, and if you are not able to do it privately, 
you will never be able to do it publickly. You know 
that all means has been uſed to bring you to the moſt 
pros hearing, but you have ſhunned coming to the 
ight. You fay, It cuil be of great hurt to the "cauſe. 
I cannot but obſerve you are determined to print, if I 
do, let it hurt the cauſe as it will, and would not ſub- 
mit to private methods of deciſion ; and yet you would 
not have me print, becauſe it will hurt the cauſe. I 
ſhould be glad to {4d your cauſe the ſame as mine. 
I am quite willing to meet with you, and if the ſame 
end can be anſwefed by other means than printing, it 
will be very agreeable to, 


ours, 


| W. CUDWORTH: 

This opportunity, as well as another I gave him 'be- 
fore I received his letter, he has declined ; and what can 
be done more with him ? Sure he cannot but own this is 
dealing lovingly, candidly, and fairly, and not like any 
that ſeek occaſion againſt him; God forbid we ſhould, - 
and could he have been quiet, with confeſſing his own 
miſtakes, deluſions and hy pocriſies, without making uſe of 
this as a means to bring an odium upon our liberty in 
Chriſt, this had never been drawn from us. 


[ 16 ] 
fince enjoyed ſuch unity and harmony as we were ſtran- 
gers to before; and from hence it is plain to us, that 
while our memt ers continue to have no views but to 
enjoy and make known to others that compleat ſalva- 
tion in Chriſt, which is the ſoul's chief, good, we are 
kept from evils into which others are involved, May 
the Lord ever keep us of this mind. 

I would now make ſome remarks on what he has 
printed, which has been in general filled with reflections up- 
on ſomebody, whom he takes care to repreſent as very de- 
_ ſerving of them. We know undoubtedly,by ſeveral circum- 

ſtances, that theſe reflections and — are chiefly 
deſigned for us, in order to countenance himſelf in his wick + 
ed and hypocritical proccedings ; when we have ſignified 
this, the anſwer has been, I it jits you, take it. We reply, 
It does not fit us, as appears by what has been above 
mentioned, but yet we take it as deſigned for us. We 
know he had g:eat hopes of fſecceſs by this method, 
that it would pleaſe a number of people, and ba the 
thing they wanted ; ſor it is to be lamented, that ſlander 
and calumny, and evil ſpeaking, has prevaird aiifong 
many of the religious profeſtors of this day; fo to the 
credit of the calumniator, that it has been eftee:ned a 
virtue rather than a vice, and a ſtake of the head, pro- 
nounced with, I fear they are not right in their hearts“ 
has paſs'd current witli many ſor ſufficient evidence : tho? 
the calumniators would be put to the bluſh and utmoſt con- 
fuſion to produce a real foundation for ſuch a ſurmiſe. 
This he informed us he was ſenſible of before, and 
was what made him ſpeak ill of one, to get in favour 
with another, and vice wer/a ; but J hope and believe 
in due time, a true and undiſſembled charity with many, 
wall get the better of all ſuch evils. 

2d. He inſiſts more upon a believer's feeling the ſpi- 
rit, and being influenced thereby, than he does of the 
neceſſity of being believers, and living by the faith of 
the Son of God, that they may have the indwelling of 
the ſpirit, and be influenced thereby : And in this he ſeems 
to be led by the deadneſs of his own ſpirit, as to the real 
influence of the ſpirit of God, from a ſenſe of a com- 
pleat ſalvation through Chriſt, enjoyed by faith; for 

every 
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every man will praiſe the bridge he goes over, and thus 
by their words ye ſhall know them as well as by their 
works, Was he to experience the peace, joy, ſtrength, 
and influence that comes by continually and directly be- 
lieving and realizing the ſalvation of Chriſt to his own 
ſoul in particular, we ſhould not find the language of 
what he has printed a meer cry of, be ye warmed and 
filled, ye ought to be warmed and filled, it will not do 
unleſs you are warmed and filled, &c. But his language 
would be, This is the cloathing, my friends, his will 
warm you, this is the food, %ig will fill you undoubt- 
edly ; eat then, and be fatisfied with the fulneſs of God's 
houſe. He ſays, he allows the full Salvation of Chriſt 
alone, and that he does not differ in judgment or opini- 
on from what he formerly expreſſed ; but alas! what is 
a general, dead, naked aſſent to the doctrine of Chriſt as 
true, where there is not a reliſh of it as good; yea, 
ſuch a reliſh as ſhall make the language of the heart, 
« Herein would I live, herein would 1 die, hereon 

would I dwell my thoughts and affections to the 
withering and conſumption of all the painted beauties 
of this world, unto the crucifying all things here be- 
© low, until they become unto me a dead and deformed 
« thing, no way meet for affectionate embraces.” 

3. Mr. C ſeems to make the difference between 
notional faith and true faith only in the effects, in p. 15, 
of his zd dialogue; it is true they widely differ in the 
effects, but the main diſterence is in the object *. It is 
certain a believer in the exerciſe of jaſfiſying faith, does 
BELIEVE ſomething with reference to his own ſalvation, 
upon the ground of God's f1izhfulne/s in the promiſe ; 
that no other perſon whatſocver does or can believe, and 
that is, That now Chriſt is and will be a ſaviour 70 
« him, that whatſoever he did for the redemption of 
% mankind, he did 17 for him, and that he ſhall have 
« eternal life and ſalvation by him“. This is the real 
difference, other differences in d- do depend upon 
this difference in the cauſe; there may be a ſtrict and 
righteous life as well as a careleſs profane one, produce 1 
where this is not believed: but there can be neither falſe 
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= See Vindication of Afſurauce of Faith, p. 26. 
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ſeeming good fruit, nor bad and corrupt fruit produced 
by the fanh above mentioned. 

4+ Again, in deſcribing the natural man's attainment, 
p. 20, he has not gone far enough; his diſtinction is, 
In one manner of receiving the one receives the 
truths of the goſpel, but the other truly receives them“. 
The main difference I conceive lies here : The one re- 
ceives only the truths of the goſpel «5s 7ruths, and the 
other befides, and fromthe in//uence of thoſe truths upon 
his mind receives Chriſt hi mſilſ, as given and conveyed 
therein to him in particular; and hence Chrift is ſaid to 
dabell in our hearts by faith; and to as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the ſons of God ; 
and I conceive nothing ſhort of this receiving Chriſt 
himſelf by faith can dittinguiſh us from natural men. 

Theſe words in p. 20. I wonder you don't eflabliſh 
a church”, ſeems to miſtake the nature of a church, as 
tho” it was in his power to ellabliſh it. A church is a con- 
gregation of faithful men by mutual conſent, giving 
themſelves up to the Lord, and then to one another, by 
the will of God to walk together in all goſpel order and 
ordinances, and not ſomething that one man can eftabliſh 
upon his pleaſure ; and a church being thus gathered to- 
gether, as Luther ſays, ** We tell our Lord God plain- 
ly, if he will have his church then, he muſt look how 
« to maintain and defend it, for we can neither uphold 
nor protect it; and if in caſe we ſhould, or were 
© able to defend it; we ſhould become the proudeſt aſſes 
« under heaven. But God faith, I ſay it, I do it; it is 
* God only that ſpeaketh, and doth what he pleaſes.” 

But it is to be feared the great I is not yet killed with 
Mr. C—— ; for we find, p. 21. Thoſe that I judge 
proper, and are teachable; whatever I think will be a 
« blefling to ſuch hearts, I take care to let them enjoy; 
* and whatever may be hurtful to any, it is beſt keep from 
them.“ 

In page 26 he begins to advance ſome peculiar no- 
tions as follows. | 

%] believe when a church of our Saviour, as before 
deſerib'd, ofler up the little ones to the Jord in bap- 

„ tilm, 
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&« tiſm, in faith, that the children receive a particular 


* blefling in their hearts fram the Lord“. 

E. When do you think this bleſſing is conferred 
« on the children? , 

JL. On their being dipped in the water“. We may 
fancy what we pleaſe, but belief is a perſwaſion ground- 
ed upon teſtimony. What ground is there for this be- 
lief, or rather fancy, ſince no child remembers any ſuch 
thing, and we have no revelation of it in the word of 
God? Whence did the revelation of this myftery ariſe ? 
'He tells us, that he is cauſed to be of this mind from 
knowing, that the Lord has felt their infant ſtate, want 
of underſtanding, been circumciſed, and manifeſted his 
particular regard for children when he was upon earth, 
and that 70% Baptiſt leaped in the womb at the ſaluta- 
tion of Mary. All this is very true; but what is this 
to the purpoſe? This has not the leaſt ſhadow of a 
ground for that ſuppoſition, that a child upon being dip- 
ped in the water, ſhall receive a particular bleſling in its 
heart from the Lord. There is not one fancy in all the 
Popiſh legends, but may be as eaſily inferred as this, 
Further, he tells us the Holy Ghoſt dwells in this water, 
in which the child is dipped, in a moſt particular man- 
ner. Now I would ask, does not this notion make way 
for a popiſh ſuperſtitious regard of this water? Should 
we wonder, after this, if we ſhould hear of this water 
being bottled up for performing cures, and have another 
dialogue publiſhed concerning its virtues ; but further, 
ſays he, p. 27. E. And do you think a child ſo given 
„ up to the Lord, by thoſe that truly know him, will 
c be ſaved?” 

L. Yes undoubtedly—tho* upon its growing ap we 
« ſee ever fo little appearance of it””, This is a very 
ealy method of having all our children ſaved ; but I 
ſhou'd be glad to have better authority for putting this 
matter out of doubt. 

Again, ſays he p. 28.“ E. Do you look upon it, 
„ (that in the bread and wine in the Lord's ſupper) any 
*« otherwiſe than bread and wine ſet apart as a ſign”. 

L. «I é believe our Lord's words, This is my body, 
this is my blood; we therefore ſing when it is admi- 
„ niltred, among other verſes, theſe ; Our 
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% Our mouths, thy body, lamb receive, 
„We learn to eat the heavenly bread”. 
Is not this believing too much? May we not as juſtly 
believe our Saviour has got grapes growing on him, be- 
cauſe he ſays, I am the true wine, or that he is a piece 
of wood, or other matter, becauſe he ſays, 7 am a door. 

2. Again, our Lord's words are, This cup is the New 
Teſtament in my blood. Are we not then, according to 
this, to take the cup to be the blood and not the wine ? 
« But yet I believe, from firſt to laſt, it is bread and 
« wine”. zbid. 
Then, I think, it can't be body and blood. Alas ! 
What quibbling is here? You may as well ſay, that 
chalk can be cheeſe, and yet chalk at the ſame time; or 
a cork a horſe, and yet a cork. If Mr, C— holds Chriſt 
to be our full ſalvation no faſter, there is not much de- 
pendance on what he ſays, becauſe he may be our full 
{Glvation, and not our full ſalvation at the ſame time. 
© But that the power of God is particularly manifeſt- 
c ed in it, p. 29”. The power of God Coe: not relate to 
manifeſt contradictions. If the power of God makes 
the bread the real body, then it is no longer bread. The 
papiſts themſelves allow this. 

«« That the ſubſtance and nature of bread and 
* wine remains in the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 
„ even as the human nature of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
& was united to his divine effence””. 74:4. 
If the body and blood is only united to the bread and 
wine then, how can you believe the words literally, as 
you ſaid you did? The words are, © 7hisis my body; 
« this cup is the New Teſtament in my blood” ; not, 
My body 1s in or united to this bread ; my blood is in 
or united to this cup. % And that the faithful ſpi- 
« ritually eat the fleſh and drink the blood of Chriſt”, 35, 

If you mean no more than ſpiritual eating by 
faith, you have been making a flouriſh, and ſaying no- 
thing ; fince every true believer believes this ; and thoſe 
words, Our mouths, thy body, lamb receive, are not 
true ; and as to any other eating of his body and blood, 
it is not neceſſary, ſince we are compleat in him, as re- 
ccived by faith, 


Page 
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e 31. F. 4 Suppoſing they (that are retained 
* = bound by the 2 might be at a diſtance, and 
« their hearts ſet to rights by our Saviour, and they had. 
«© confeſſed it, and had forgiveneſs by him. 

L. Then we believe, that ſame ſpirit that made 
« plain the forgiveneſs in their hearts, would make it 
« plain to the church, as much as tho' the perſons were 
„ preſent”, | 

This is indeed ſomething very curious, and may be of 
uſe in ſaving the trouble of writing or expence of a let- 
ter; and were it not that the Apoſtles has cautioned; us 
againſt old wives fables, it might be received, Many 
other things might be noticed; but I would not ſpend too 
much time or paper upon them: For alas ! alas! what 
vain unproſitable fancies are theſe? Does not theſe 
things miniſter queſtions rather than godly edifying which 
is in faith, 1 Tim. i. 4. And, my brethren and ſiſters, 
what better ſecurity can we have againſt ſuch, than to 
continue in the things we have heard and learned of 
Go; I mean not only continue in the allowance of the 
truth of Chriſt, and influences of it; but let us daily 
walk in Chrift,an4 Chriſt in us; by a ſenſe of what Chriſt 
is to us, that we are compleat in him, and of all the ma- 
nifold endowments, privileges and enjoyments which we 
partake of in Chriſt by faith; alſo let us remember, that 
the real uſe of God's ordinances is to be as ſo many 
helps to a life of faith on the Son of God, Baptiſm as 
often as it is adminiſtred, is God's remembrance to us, that 
we are waſhed in his blood, buried and riſen with him to 
newneſs of life; and that is ſufficient, without the belief 
of Mr. C-— Noftrum to ſecure it from being a formal 
and trifling obſervance. The Lord's ſupper is to be a 
remembrance, and ſhewing forth of his death, and the 
giving his body and blood to our uſe and ſervice. 
Church-fellowſhip is, that we may flir up and provoke 
one another, by putting in remembrance of theſe things, 
to love, and to good works, building one another up in 
our moſt holy faith, Thus a real life of faith on Jeſus, 
and a making uſe of all the ordinances of God's ap- 
pointment (as ſo many means or helps of exercifing it) 
is the belt ſecurity againſt miſtaken notions * 
| them. 
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ing of Chriſt in all his ordinances, but turn our ear from 


the truth, we know not how ſoon we may be turned to 
fables ; for any thing ſeems better than nothing. 


The Sinner Duty; in anſwer to the Queſtion, 
What ſhall I do to be ſaved? Extracted 

from Mr. Walter Marſhall's Goſpel Myſte- 
ry of Sanctiſication. 


| HRIST himſelf, with all his fullneſs, is united to 
us by faith, which is nota condition to procure a 
right and title to Chriſt, but an inſtrument whereby we 
receive him actually into our hearts, by truſting on him 

for all ſalvation freely promiſed to us in the goſpel, 


117. 

This is the grace whereby we paſs from our corrupt 
natural ſtate, to a new holy ſtate in Chriſt; alſo from 
death in ſin to life in righteouſneſs, and whereby we are 
comforted, that ſo we may be eſtabliſhed in every good 
word and work, p. 194. | 

The great of preaching the goſpel, is for the 
obedience of faith, Rom. i. 5. that ſo we may be brought 


to Chriſt, and all other obedience ; yea, the great end 


of all revealed doctrine in the whole ſcriptures, is to 
make us wiſe to ſalvation by faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


195. 
: Therefore they that ſlight the duty of believing, and 
count it fooliſhneſs, do thereby ſlight, deſpiſe and vilify 
the whole counſel of God revealed in the ſcripture, 

. 196. | 
F The way whereby the ſpirit works faith in the 
elect, is by ſtirring them up to endeavour to believe; 
and this is a way ſuitable to the means that the ſpirit 
uſeth, z. e. the exhortations, commands, and invitations 
of the goſpel, which would be of no force, if we were 
not to obey them until we find faith already wrought in 
us; neither can we poſlibly find that the ſpirit of God 


doth effectually work faith, or give ſtrength to believe un- 
til we act it, p. 209, 


* 


them; If we are not occupied with a right uſe mak. 


There - 


— Fo 6 
* 4 1 a, of "a 
Therefore as ſoon as we know the duty of believing, 
we are to apply ourſelves immediately to the vigorous 
performance of the duty; and in ſo doing we ſhall find 
that the ſpirit of Chriſt hath ſtrengthened us to believe, 
tho' we knew not certainly that it would do it before» 
hand, p. 201. 

We muſt believe on Chriſt before we know our elec- 
tion, or elſe we ſhall never know it, and ſhall never be- 
lieve ; and it is no preſumption for us to truſt eonſident- 
ly in Chriſt for everlaſting life, before we have any good 
evidence of our election; becauſe God, that cannot lie, 
hath made a general promiſe, that whoſoever believeth 
on him ſhall not be aſhamed, without making the leaſt 
difference among them that perform this duty, Rom. x. 
11, 12. The promiſe is as firm and ſure to be fulfilled 

as any of God's decrees and purpoſes ; and therefore it 
is a good and ſufficient ground for our confidence, p. 203. 
If we believe, we ſhall at laſt be found among the 
number of the elect; and if we refuſe to believe, we 
ſhall thereby wilfully ſort ourſelves among the repro- 
bates, that ſtumble at the word, being diſobedient, 
whereunto alſo they are appointed, 1 Pet. ii. 8. 

If God exclude you not, you muſt not exclude your- 
ſelves, but rather conclude peremptorily, that how vile, 
wicked, and unworthy ſoever you be, yet if you come 
you ſhall be accepted as well as any other in the world, 
If they that are dead in fin cannot be ſaved, then all 
mult deſpair and periſh ; for none have any ſpiritual life, 
until they receive it by believing on Chriſt, p. 211. 

You are to believe on Chriſt as alone ſufficient and all. 
ſufficient for your happineſs and ſalvation ; deſpairing al- 4 
together of any attainment of happineſs by your own wil- 
dom, ſtrength, works of righteouineſs, or any fleſhly worldly 
confidences whatſoever ;: We muſt be as dead people to 
all other confidences, and account them to be 4% for 
Chriſt, according to the example of the bleſſed Apoſtle, , 
Phil. iii. 3, 7, 8. We mult not be grieved, that we 
have nothing to truſt upon befides Chriſt, for our ſalva- . 
tion; but rather we are to rejoice, that we need nothi 
elſe, and that we have a ſure foundation to rely. upon, 
incomparably better than any other that can be — 
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Wholly on Chriſt, and to ek ſalvation no other way, 
whatever becomes of us. If the cripple lay not the 


whole weight of his body _ a ſtrong ſtaff, but part of 


it on a rotten one, he is like to receive a fall. If the 
ſwimmer will not commit his body wholly to the water 
to bear him up, but catch at weeds, and ſtruggle to 


feel out ground, he may fink to the bottom. Chriſt will 
be all our ſalvation or notbing ; if we ſeek to be ſaved 
by any other ways, as the Galatians 1.2 circumci- 


ſion, Chrift will profit us nothing, Gal. v. 2 Vou are al- 
ſo to receive Chriſt meerly as a free gift, Nven to the 
chief of finners, reſolving that you will not perform 
any conditions to procure yourſelves a right and 


title to him: but that you will come to him as a 


loſt finner, an ungodly creature, truſting on him 
that ju/tifieth the ungodly ; and that you will buy 
Him without money and without. any price whatſoever, 


Rom. iv. 5. J. Iv. 2. Look not on your own faith or 
love, or any good qualifications in yourſelves, as the 


ground of your truſting in Chriſt, but only to the free 


grace and loving kindneſs of God in Chriſt. How excellent 


is thy loving kindneſs, O Gad: Therefore the children of 


men put their truſt under tht ſhadow of thy wings. 


Pſ. 37. For if you make your faith love or good qua- 
fications to be your firſt and principal foundation, and 


you build Chritt upon them, inſtead. of building all 
upon Chriſt, you invert the order of the goſpel, and 


Chriſt will profit you nothing, p. 218, 219. 
We are bound by the command of God, thus to aſſure 


- ourſelves (of ſalvation) and the ſcripture doth ſufficient- 


 andfalvation together inſeparably. On this ground God 


ly warrant us, that we ſhall not deceive ourſelves in be- 


lieving a lie; but according to our faith ſo ſhall it be to 
us, p. 178. It is enough that God giveth us his faithful 
word, that they that believe ſhall have it, and none elſe, 
and hath abſolutely intended to fulfil his word, that none 
ſhall find it to be a lie to them, and hath joined believing 


may juſtly cauſe the promiſe of this ſalvation to be pub- 


liſhed to all, and may juſtly require all to believe on him 


aſſuredly for their own ſalvation, p. 182. 
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